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< CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE
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St Benedict’s Inner Newcastle Parish: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West; St Joseph’s Church, The Junction;
St Mary, Star of the Sea Church, Newcastle; Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Tighes Hill; St Laurence O’Toole
Church, Broadmeadow. Mayfield Parish: Christ the King, Mayfield West. Stockton Parish: St Peter-in-Chains,

SUNDAY 28TH APRIL 2024
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR B

Our Clergy

Fr John Lovell

Fr Paul Chackanikunnel
Fr Anthony Coloma

Fr Anil Kumar Kuchipudi
Deacon Kevin Gadd

Regional Office—St Benedict’s Centre

25 Farquhar Street, The Junction

PO Box 6, The Junction 2291

P:(02) 4979 1101  F:(02) 4962 4644
E: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
W: www.newcastlecatholic.org.au

W: www.sacredhearthamilton.org.au

Our Staff

Margaret Cox (Reception & Administration)
Monday, Tuesday, Friday

Anne Warren (Business Manager)
Tuesday and Thursday

Daloras Howes (Administration)
Thelma Dickson (Administration)
Elul Tecle (Administration)

Dr Anne Millard (Music, Liturgy, Sacraments)

Promotors of Safeguarding

Fr John Lovell p: (02) 4979 1106
Gail Lovell P: (02) 4979 1256
Anne Millard P: (02) 4979 1252

| am the vine,
you are the branches.
If you remain in me and | in you,
you will bear much fruit. Apart
from me you can do nothing.

Other Contacts

Bereavement Team: Margaret Cox, Gail Lovell,

Christopher Gregory, Margaret Beard, Margaret

Newton, Anne Millard P: (02) 4979 1252

Mercy Pastoral Team:  Sr Patricia Whitten rsm
0448463679

St Joseph’s Pastoral Team: Contact the Parish Office

Our Parishes incorporate suburbs located on the traditional country of the Awabakal and Worimi peoples. We
acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing relationship with the land, pay respect to their Elders
past and present, and commit ourselves to work together for reconciliation and justice.




THE PARISH DIARY...(for the week ahead)
5th Week of Easter, Year B

Monday 29th April
Memorial of St Catherine of Sienna
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
10:00am Funeral Liturgy for Colin Charters @ St
Joseph’s

Tuesday 30th April
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Stockton

Wednesday 1st May
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Christ the King, Mayfield West

Thursday 2nd May

Memorial of St Athanasius
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Stockton

Friday 3rd May
Feast of St Philip and James
10:15am Mass @ St Joseph’s (Anointing Mass)
11:00am Exposition, Adoration & Reconciliation @
The Cathedral (until 12pm)
12:05pm Mass @ The Cathedral

Saturday 4th May

9:15am Mass @ The Cathedral, followed by the
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
(followed by Reconciliation)

5:30pm Mass @ The Cathedral

5:30pm Mass @ The Junction

5:30pm Mass @ Mayfield West

Sunday 4th May
Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year B

7:30am Mass @ St Mary’s
8:00am Mass @ Tighes Hill
9:00am Mass @ Stockton
9:30am Mass @ The Cathedral *

11:00am Mass @ The Junction (Italian)
11:30am Mass @ The Cathedral (Polish)
5:00pm Mass @ The Cathedral

6.00pm Mass @ Mayfield West (Vietnamese)

* Livestreamed on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel—
www.youtube.com/c/SacredHeartCathedralHamilton
and on the Diocesan website

** The Vietnamese Mass is now celebrated fortnightly

NEXT WEEK'S READINGS:
6th Sunday of Easter, Year B
Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48

1 John 4: 7-10
John 15: 9-17

/" W\

PRAYER REQUESTS

RECENTLY DECEASED: Sr Josephine Hoffman rsm
(formerly Sr Mary Bernadette), Colin Charters, Paul
White (Taree)

ANNIVERSARIES: Margaret Eather, Rita
Leaver, Patsy Nunn, Bernadette Ryan
(Casey), Neville Hall, Patrick O’Neill, Ted
Hanson, Jim Rabbitt, Clem Casey, Doug
Delany, Tony Tamplin(jnr) Alois Schmitz,
Don Tischenko, Cesar Samson, Carlito
Santua, Penafiel Tena

SicK: Neil McGoldrick, Lisa Woodland, Maria Therese
Perera, Tui Innes, Marko Kefecek, Ronoel Diwa, Jolina
Joyce Saranillo, Maureen Dwyer, Angela Cottier,
Joshua Zalanardo, Rosa Silivinec, Harry Melvillg,
Doreen Mason, Elaine Johnson, Mark Caesar, Peter
Kefecek, Carlo Rossi, Neil Thomas, Kathryn Gray,
Emilie Tseronis, Josephine Diwa

Names may be placed here by contacting the Parish Office. Please
refer to the Policy Document on the Parish website —visit
www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/downloads.

OUR BELOVED DEAD

We remember those in our Columbaria whose
anniversaries occur in April:

At Sacred Heart

lan Edward McDonald
Cary McNabb

Patricia Mather
Krystyna Mazalo
Laurel May Murray
Nola Margaret Phillips
Frank Keith Pilgrim
Sandra Rufo

Leo Burke

Beryl Cofteros
Lorraine Driscoll
Mary Duggan
Kathleen Gibson
Monica Hayes

Joy Patricia Jarrett
Mary Noreen Long

Alice Martin Henrietta Vujeva
Elaine Iris Wilson

At St Joseph's:

John Barber Warren Kelly

Bruce Buckland Milheim Lettoof

Joseph Callen Joan Nelson

Mark John Chappell
Elsie Craig

Norma Patricia De Lore
Harry Fleming

Peter Groombridge
Jim Heaney

Kathleen Hiscox
Michael Johns

Jeremiah O'Doherty
Frank O'Sullivan
Ellen Palmer

Mossie Smith

Edna Sowerby

Lorna Wakely

Leo Wallace

John Joseph Willcock

Eternal rest grant unto them and may perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace, Amen.



LAUDATO SI' WEEK MAY 19-26 2024
THEME: SEEDS OF HOPE

Our Air

Pope Francis in Laudato si’ (LS) says: “Our very bodies
are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and
we receive life and refreshment from her waters” LS
#2

From reflection to action: The Holy Spirit is often
linked with breath and life. Take a deep breath and be
aware of all who share this air with you.

MAGDALENE AWARD:
Nominations are open from Monday 8 April
The Magdalene Award recognises a woman living in,
and committed to, the Diocese of Maitland Newcastle.
This is a public affirmation of a life lived in ways that
echo the spirit of Mary Magdalene.
For more information, visit www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/ mission-and-outreach/council-for-
women/magdalene-award-2024

SAFEGUARDING
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and well-
being of children and vulnerable adults. Safeguarding
is everyone’s responsibility if you have any concerns
for a child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office
of Safeguarding: P 4979 1390,
E childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or
www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au

BBI SHORT COURSE

Ethical Foundations: Human Dignity Mondays 20 & 27
May, 4pm -5:30pm

Human dignity is at the heart of all ethical and moral
reasoning. What do we mean by human dignity? Why
is it so important, that without it, we cannot properly
act toward others, develop economic systems or know
what is good or bad care of another human being?

Register to join us at the Diocesan Resource Centre, at
home or as a parish group at https://forms.office.com/
r/7uMVUncy4f

BEREAVEMENT
Margaret Beard, a parishioner of Stockton, is a
member of the recently formed Bereavement Team
for the City Region. Should you know of anyone in
need of care or counselling, please make contact with
Margaret.

Parish Bulletin: Prayer requests and items for the
Bulletin should be received at the Parish Office by 5pm
on Wednesdays.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Saturday 25 May, 9.30am - 2.30pm

John and Anne Gray will lead this event, opening a
space for inner silence, gratitude, love and divine
beauty. The duo will lead us in Imaginative Contem-
plation and share the aims of the Worldwide Prayer
Network.

Where: St James School Hall (Vista Parade, Kotara) —
parking available on Church grounds or Street.

Morning tea provided. Bring your lunch.
RSVP: annecuskelly@hotmail.com or 0407 436 808
$10 donations would be appreciated

SSEC’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

PAUL, PEOPLE AND PLACES
Saturday 4 May, 8.30 to 5pm

Join the Society for the Study of Early Christianity
(SSEC) for an enlightening journey into the world of
Paul the Apostle at our upcoming conference, delving
into the fascinating places Paul visited and the diverse
array of people he encountered. Paul’s letters are
filled with people and allusions to their households
and cities sit tantalizing in the background. How did
these people come to be the early church? And what
was Paul’s role in shaping the house churches in so
many cities across the Mediterranean? Whether
you’re a scholar, a history enthusiast, or simply curi-
ous about the life and travels of Paul, this conference
promises to be an immersive and enlightening experi-
ence. Don’t miss this opportunity to uncover the en-
during legacy of one of history’s most influential fig-
ures.

Registration link: https://mqg-ssec.org/2024-annual-
conference/

TAIZE SERVICE

Sunday 5th May Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church Tighes Hill 5.00pm — 6pm

followed by a shared supper.

You can read about it in the Aurora =

article “A spirit of joy, simplicity

and reconciliation” available in the

Diocesan website: http://

CATHEDRAL MORNING TEA

Our next morning tea at Sacred Heart
Cathedral is May 12th.


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeofsafeguarding.org.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnne.Millard%40mn.catholic.org.au%7C23741ee154f940a1ec3808db4b58f396%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C1%7C0%7C638186617629612629%7CUnknown%7

REFLECTION
by Richard Leonard SJ

Until | spent time on a vineyard ten years ago, | always
heard the parable of the vinedresser as a tough,
‘shape up or ship out’ message. | always imagined God
as the vinedresser having a field day lopping and
cutting my dead branches, trimming my unproductive
stems and uprooting all the rot that undermines my
fruitfulness. It always felt like a violent activity.

It was a pleasant surprise then, to actually see a
vinedresser in action. Far from an act of violence, the
care paid by the dresser to each stem is extraordinary.
He or she carefully inspects the branch, delicately
cutting only the smallest amount so that the vine will
be healthier and more productive. A good vinedresser
pores over the vines and from experience knows that
to cut too much or too little will render the vine
without its distinctive character. Every cut is measured
and aimed to prune back only the diseased branch, so
as to bring about greater growth for the whole vine
and a bigger yield for the vineyard. The vinedresser is
not violent with the vine, but extremely tender. The
first hearers of today’s Gospel would have known that
this metaphor is anything but a ‘shape up or ship out’
message.

This parable is a profound insight into the Christian
life. We can claim to belong to the Christian family all
we like. We can come to Mass every Sunday. But if the
fruit we produce is bitter and poisonous, if we are
unforgiving, unjust and uncaring, we cannot claim to
be on the vine of Christ’s love. And if that’s the case
we are in desperate need of the gentle hand of the
vinedresser, who only wants to see us bring forth the
yield we are capable of achieving.

Rev Billy Graham once said, ‘Being a member of the
Church no more makes you a Christian than living in a
garage makes you a car.” That’s the point of today’s
Gospel: God will not judge us by what we say or the
public face of goodness we can turn on, we will be
judged by our acts of love in and through our kindness
and compassion.

This metaphor also reminds us that we are connected
to each other. There are moments in our life of faith
when we hear or see other Christians saying or doing
things we cannot countenance. We can try to disown
them by retreating into our denomination, but we are
all connected in Christ’s vineyard. We need the
courage to tell them the truth as we see it, and
charitably point out the problems we have with what
they think is right. And we need the humility to listen
when they challenge us.

It’s even harder when the diseased part of the vine is
in our own Catholic section of the vineyard. Our first
instinct can be to lop off the branch, just to get rid of
it. But as any vinedresser knows this is the last resort.
Whether we find it easy or not, Christ calls us to
limited surgical interventions over amputations every
time. This is tough love. Even though there are people
within our community who have committed terrible
crimes and betrayed our trust, the Gospel calls us to
hold on to them until it’s clear that no matter what
intervention we make, they are dying on Christ’s vine
already. And even then, we hope and pray that our
action towards them might see a new growth within
them which could be the beginning of a possible
grafting back on to us in the future.

In the face of the world’s ‘shape up or ship out’
principle, today’s Gospel challenges us to hang in
there with each other, in season and out of season,
because as the old folk hymn sings, ‘They’ll know we
are Christians by our love, by our love. Yes, they’ll

know we are Christians by our love.’
© Richard Leonard SJ. http://www.liturgyhelp.com

VIEwW, CHEW, CHAT, AND LECTIO

View, Chew, and Chat meets May 1 for Episode 4 of
The Chosen. To participate, please email the parish
office.

BEQUESTS
To help our Catholic Pastoral Region of Parishes
continue its important mission of proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus, you might consider including us
in your Will. You would just need to specify which
parish or parishes you would like to help with your
bequest.

ALPHA AT THE MACKILLOP PARISH

The Mackillop Parish invites you to join them for
Alpha. Alpha is a friendly, informal environment for
people with various beliefs to explore the meaning of
life, faith and God. The program is simple: we start
with dinner, watch a thought-provoking video
exploring life from a Christian perspective, and then
have time for sharing our perspectives in small
groups. No cost, no pressure, no judgment. All are
most welcome.

Event Start Date: Thursday 2 May Time: Thursdays
6.30pm to 8.30pm Location: Mackillop Function
Room: - 7 Milson St, Charlestown NSW 2290. RSVP:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAlpQLSdn9PD6B1firXrYglgGVtBQ6S_DJ64140TXIl
CyqYC4QqIN7g/viewform



STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS: THE
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE DIOCESAN
RESOURCE CENTRE AND LIBRARY AND THE
2024 TWEC DINNER - FRIDAY 31 MAY

It is with much excitement that you are invited to join
us for the official opening of the Diocesan Resource
Centre and Library. The Library, which stands on the
site of the original Newcastle Central Catholic Library,
offers our community access to resources relating to
Religious Education, Scripture, Theology, Liturgy and
more.

Following on from the official opening, the celebration
continues with the reimagining of the TWEC dinner
with guest speaker Kelly Paget, Chancellor and
Director of Mission at the Diocese of Broken Bay. Kelly
was amongst five Australians chosen personally by the
Holy Father to participate in the General Synod of
Bishops in Rome.

Library Opening —4.30 PM

Free entry. All welcome

Dinner & Speaker —5.30 PM

S40 pp includes buffet meal and
guest speaker presentation. Dinner
Registration link: https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/twec-dinner-library-
opening-tickets-872278206597

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Deacon Kevin Gadd

Let us consider 4 different points emerging from the
readings of this Sunday.

1st: Only if we love one another are we assured that
our faith in Jesus is active and alive.

2nd: We may trust that God knows us better than we
know ourselves and His forgiveness makes us certain
about being right before Him.

3rd: With a clear conscience we are free to live a life
of union with God who will prune away the
unnecessary elements in our lives so we know the
Father more clearly, more intimately. We end up
loving God for no other reason other than God is God.

(4) What is God'’s expectation of us? The two things
expected of us are: faith in Jesus Christ (The Word of
God) and love for one another. This is possible by the
work of the Holy Spirit given to us to guide and
empower us to participate in the mission of Jesus our
Lord to our world and so the importance of listening
to the Spirit speaking to the Church which is each of
us together is essential for us to bear fruit that will
give glory to the Father.

BoOK CLUB

Sunday, 5th May @ 6:15pm: Bookclub meets to
discuss Search Party by Inga Hannah
Richell If you would like to participate in
book club meetings, please email
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au

A

CLUB

MEDITATION GROUPS
AT LIVING WATERS CENTRE

LIVING WATERS CHRISTIAN MEDITATION CENTRE, 34
Kenrick Street, The Junction, offers meditation
sessions on Wednesdays at 7.30am and Fridays at
11.00am — and has done so for the last 25 years, in
which time many hundreds of people have taken up
this prayer form. After meditation on Fridays Lectio
Divina, a personal interaction with Sacred Scripture, is
offered. Through both practices we open ourselves to
the fullness of life; we come to know ourselves by
knowing that we are known and loved by God. For
more information: Carmel Moore rsj -0412122297 - or
just come.

LiVing S90SPeL

Bearing fruit

The vinedresser of this passage cuts
away the dead branches and prunes
back those that are not bearing fruit.
In what way do we bear fruit? When
we strive to reach our fullest potential

in whatever we do, we bear fruit. When
we act out of motivation for the other
person rather than ourselves, we bear
fruit. When we strive to bring about the
reign of God in our small part of the
world, we bear fruit. Sometimes we too
need to have some of our thoughts and
actions pruned so that we might better
bear the fruit that we are truly capable
of producing.

THE CHUCKLE

A devout old shepherd lost his favorite Bible while he
was out looking for a wayward lamb. Three weeks
later, a sheep walked up to him carrying the Bible in
its mouth. The shepherd couldn’t believe his eyes. He
took the precious book out of the sheep’s mouth,
raised his eyes heavenward and exclaimed, “It's a
miracle!”

“Not really,” said the sheep. “Your name is

written inside the cover.”



FOoOD BASKETS FOR THE NEEDY

ltems of dry goods or tin food e.g. (Vegemite,
cornflakes or breakfast foods, sugar, packet or tin
soup, sardines, tea, coffee, tin fruit etc ), can be placed
in the basket at the back of St Joseph’s Church, The
Junction and in the foyer of Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, Tighes Hill. St Vincent de Paul members
will pick up for distribution to the needy who are very
grateful to receive the items. When donating please
check expiry dates. Thank you. Questions to Sr Carol
Woodland rsj (mob) 0423 700 523 or 4967 2998. The
St Joseph’s community kindly requests that you do not
donate peanut butter.

SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL &
ST MARY’S, NEWCASTLE:

If you would like to donate, any of the following types
of non-perishable items would be most gratefully
received: UHT milk, cereal, jam, vegemite, peanut
butter, tinned veggies, fruit, soup, fish, meat, dried
pasta, rice, pasta sauces, teabags, coffee, biscuits,
crackers, custard, jelly, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
soap, shampoo, conditioner (even the travel sized
ones from hotels), deodorant.

THANKS

Aid to the Church in Need extends thanks to our
parishioners for your generosity and prayers as they
help those who still endure the Way of the Cross
today.

NEW LIFE IN GOD’S SPIRIT SEMINAR

Are you open to allowing God to activate the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, which you received in Baptism? The
Immaculate Conception of Mary, Charismatic Prayer
Group has been gathering for more than 40 years.
They eagerly invite you to experience a six-week,
‘New life in the Spirit Seminar’. This is an opportunity
for you to journey with others to encounter Jesus,
through the Holy Spirit. There will be music for Praise
and Worship, guest speakers and discussion groups.

Location: Diocesan Resource Centre 12 Tudor Street
(corner of Tudor and Parry Street), Newcastle West-
adjacent to the Sacred Heart Cathedral.

Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm

Start date: Monday 20 May

Cost: Free. Simply register your name and contact
details by calling or texting Bernadette Barlow on
0425 270 613. You can also register on the night. All
are welcome!

2024 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
The preparations for the sacraments of Initiation,
Confirmation and First Eucharist in the Inner
Newcastle Parish are now underway. Over 80 children
in Years 4, 5, 6 and in high school are now enrolled.
They will complete the preparations with families via
online activities and volunteer work within the
community.
Last week, those involved in the program received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. Please
include these children in your prayers.
Enrolments are still open:
https://www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/sacramental-
enrolment-form/
For more information please contact the office on
49791101 or newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au

“TILLING THE CHURCH: THEOLOGY FOR AN
UNFINISHED PROJECT”. ZOOM DISCUSSION

While Father Richard’s visit in 2023 was short, he last
left our Diocese with riches which we can continue to
explore together, as our church is an unfinished
project and in need of tilling.

We will continue the discussion in 2024!

You are invited to discuss Father Richard’s latest
publication, “Tilling the Church: Theology for an
Unfinished Project” chapter by chapter over the next
several months online.

Wednesday 15 May: Chapter 6. The Art of Faithfulness
and conclusion

To register go to: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
tilling-the-church-theology-of-an-unfinished-project-
tickets-708150125087

MEN’S ROSARY GROUP

The Men's Rosary will be held on the oy
first Saturday of each month @ 1pm f‘éh &:2:3‘\
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, 841 Hunter ",’-2“' Y
St, Newcastle West. For more H.,, ;: R
Information contact Jason on 0499 ’ &
854 928.

EPIC (EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IN CHRIST)
YOUNG ADULT GROUP

Are you aged between 20 and 40? Are you interested
to share your faith with like-minded young adults?
Then our new faith sharing group might be for you!
We meet Thursdays @ 7pm in the Cathedral precinct.
Email Elul.tecle@mn.catholic.org.au to find out more.


https://www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/sacramental-enrolment-form/
https://www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/sacramental-enrolment-form/
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Show love for others by truly helping them
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CROSSWORD

Show love for others by truly helping them
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Acts 9:26-28

Ps 22:27. 30-31. R, v.26a
1Jn 3:18

Jn15:1-5,7-8

Try to find these words:

children
clean
cut
Damascus
follower
fruit
gardener
love
prayer
Saul
true
vine

© 2003 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

Acts 9:26-28
Ps 22:27. 30-31. R, v.26a
1Jn 3:18
Tn15:1-5.7-8
Across
1:  Saul saw the Lord, who spoke to him on the road

4

6:
7

10:

11:
12:

to this place

some people were afraid of Saul because they
thought he wasnotatrue _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
someone who looks after gardens

if something is not dirty itis _ _ _ _ _
Jesus said to his disciples, 'T am the _
and you are the branches'

the opposite of false

you do this with scissors

Down

2:
3:
B

8:

young people

saying a is a good way to speak to God

this man saw Jesus on the road to Damascus and
became one of his followers

God said that you show
truly helping them

apples and bananas are both types of

_ _ for others by

© 2003 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd



TODAY'S LITURGY

Entrance Antiphon:Cf. Ps 97:1-2

O sing a new song to the Lord,

for he has worked wonders;

in the sight of the nations

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

First Reading:Acts 9:26-31

He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and spoke
to him on his journey.

Responsorial Psalm:Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26

(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your
people.

1. My vows | will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.

They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)

2. All the earth shall remember and return to the
Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust.
(R.)
3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve
him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to
come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.” (R.)

Second Reading:1 Jn 3:18-24

His commandments are these: that we believe and
that we love one another.

Gospel Acclamation:Jn 15:4-5

Alleluia, alleluia!

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit.

Alleluia!

Gospel:Jn 15:1-8

All who live in me, and | in them, bear much fruit.

Communion Antiphon:Cf. Jn 15:1,5

| am the true vine and you are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me, and | in him, bears fruit
in plenty, alleluia.

SCripturar
Scriptural’

In context

The imagery that Jesus used in his parables
and in extended metaphors such as the
one used in this week’s gospel sometimes
seems a little foreign to a 21st Century

audience. However, the world in which
Jesus lived and taught was dominated by
small scale farmers and producers in an
agrarian economy. His use of images such
as ‘shepherd’, ‘vine’, ‘tenants’, ‘farmers’
and ‘wineskins’ would all have been
immediately recognisable to his audience.
They would also have appreciated much
more then we do the subtlety of Jesus’ use
of such images when he twists them in an
unexpected way.

OUR CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS

St Joseph’s Primary School
Karen McGinlay (Principal)
Union Street, The Junction NSW 2291

P:(02) 4961 2827
W:www.merewether.catholic.edu.au

Holy Family Primary School
Ann Jackson (Principal)
Pell Street, Merewether NSW 2291

P:(02) 4963 3009
W:www.merewetherbeach.catholic.edu.au

St Columban’s Primary School
Penny Banister (Principal)
Church Street, Mayfield NSW 2304

P:(02) 4968 3315
W:www.mayfieldsc.catholic.edu.au

St Peter’s Primary School
Michael Punch (Principal)
Dunbar St, Stockton NSW 2295

P:(02) 4928 1861
W:www.stockton.catholic.edu.au



